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EXPERIMENTS 

Lately made by feveral 

EMINENT PHYSICIANS^ 

on THE 

Surprifmg and Terrible EiFedls, 
o F 

W I T « 

The Cheery-Planter's ^t-nW nnd Ob' 
je^iom, relating to thofc Experiments. 

CONTAIMING 

The learned and faceticus ArgHmsnts, and Demon, 
ftratiom on both fides the Qucftion. 

ALSO, 

The Expoftulatory Vcrfes of tlwnas Cttrry-Trtethc Elilcfj 
to the Authors i>i his CondenuiatloA. 

LIKEWISE, 

ADiscouRSE On Ecilefiajlicus 38. I. Nfitow 

the Phy/uimi, with the honour thai is due to bini, 
becaufe of ]>lec€ff:tyyfor tbeLord balb created biw. 

As Ihe feme were lately PuWifbcd in feveral Letters, iii- 
isTtsA in the H'srcefter yeurnai; Printed by Strfhfti 
Srycn. 

ta wtiltli are added, 

Some Letters and Verses rcfufed Publicition. 

-F/f Modus in Rehus. Hor. 

LO H D O li: 
Printei) for J. Huggmfaa, in S^tcarJ-^m^-BiHiltr-C^'"'' 00 
Lad^Mfiiill. M.DCC.XLl. 



■ ( 4 ) 
pcriment was about fix Gallons) and drew 
off in a Hot-Siill leven Quarts. The firlt 
Quart that run he referved by itfelf, anci 
■with that we made the foregoing Experi- 
nfcnts. 

'Tho, At'wmd^ 
yames Mcckenzj^^ 
Tho. Cameron^ 
John mil. 



OSioher 31, to November y., 
I'bf Planter, to Mr. Bkyan. 

_ _ „ Thame in Oxfcrdjhirt^ 

i> I oa. z^, 1740. 

TH E Account lately publifhed in your 
Paper, of the furprizing and terrible 
Effedts of Black-Cherry-Water ; made me 
almoft refolve tp cut down all my Black' 
Cherry-Trees (which are juft arrived to their 
Perfection ;) but having coniidered the Mat- 
ter a little better, do beg leave by your Means, 
to lay the following Articles of Enquiry be- 
fore the learned Publifliers, for tlieir Aniwer ; 
apprehending it will be acceptable to all that 
^raffick in Black-Cherries^ as well as to 

Tiur Humble Servant ^ 

The Planter, 
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\ftj Whether the genuine BUck-Chcrry^ 
fVateVy ought to bp made only from the Pulp 
pf the Cherry^ or from the Kernel^ or both ? 

2(/, Whether the 9ubje£t ought or ought 
not to be fermented, before it is committed 
to Diftillation ? And whether the Simple- 
Water drawn either way, wHt be equally 
poifonous ? 

3(/, Whether the Cherry -S£o?ies ufcd in the 
Expcripiient were not obtained from the Di- 
ftillers, after having been infufed a confider- 
able Time in Spirits, to make Black-Cherry~ 
Brandy f 

4^^, Whether one Spoonful of right French 
Brandy will not kill a Dog ? And whether 
one Spoonful of the lame Brandy, being di- 
luted with two Spoonfuls of Water, and 
given fp three feveral Dogs, one Spoonful to 
each, would have the leaft Eficdl on any 
of them ? 

5/6, Whether the mofl innocent or falu- 
tary Fruit, or Vegetable, may not become 
poifonous by a particular Treatment ? 

tth^ Whether there are not fome Roofs,' 
Fruits ajid Vegetables poifonous to Men, 
which ferve for Food or Phyfick to other 
Animals, Et e Comjerfo ? 

Lq/ily, Whether there are not many Ani- 
mal, arid Vegetable Poifons, which, if truly 
porreded, or exa£Uy dofed, may prove pow^ 
(iiiful Kennedies ? 



November^jj to 14. 



Mr, Davis to Mr. Bryan. 

AS I apprehend that it is below the Gra- 
vity of our Phyficians to enter into 
any Diipnte with a Planter who conceals his 
Name; and as I was employed to diftil the 
Waters ufed in the Experiments, I lhall take 
vpon me for once^ to anAver his Queries, 
that your Readers may judge how pertinent 
and momentous they are, 

lam. Sir; 

Tour humble Servant, 

William Davis- 

^(ny Whether the genuine Black- 
Cbtrry-iVater ought to be made only from 
the Pulp of the Cherry, or from the Kernel^ 
or both ? 

Anfwer. The Dilpenfatory will inform 
him, that it ought to be made both from the 
I^ulp and Kernel. A Poifon feems to lie in 
the Kernel^ though the Pulp is harmlefe. 
How would the Planter like to breakfeft on 
Batjbam and Plumb~Gruel? 

2d, Whether the Subjeft ought or ought 
not to be fermented, before it is committed 
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to Diftillation ? And whether the Simple- 
Water drawn either way, will bt equally 
poifonous ? ;i 
ji/ifwer. Hey day! Sure the Planter is 
no Apothecary. The Difpenlittory again waH 
tell him, that the Bhck-Chirrit-s ought not 
to be fermented. In order to make the Sim- 
ple-Water. Neither were tlie Biiter-A!- 
nmids^ nor Bliick-Cberry-Stones fermented, 
to make the Water ufed in the Experiments. 

3//, Whether the Cberry-Stones ufed in tht 
Experiment^ were not obtained from the Di- 
ftillcrs, after having been mfufed q confidcr- 
able Time in Spirits, to make BJaci^Cberry-f 
Brandy ? A 
Anfwer, No 1 Never infufed ip. any Spi- 
rits. 

^\sh. Whether one Spoonful of right French 
ratify will not kill a Dog ? And vi^hether 
one Spoonful of tlie iamc Brandy being di- 
luted with two Spoonfuls of Water, and given 
to three feveral Dogs, one Spoonful to 
each, would have the leaft Effcd on any 
of them? 

. Anjhver. Our Phyficians made no Experi- 
ments vk^ith Brajidy at my Houie ; when they 
do, I ftiall tell him how many Spoonfuls 
will kill a Dog. 

Whether the moll innocent or falu- 
tary Fruit, or Vegetable, may not become 
poifonous by a particular Treatment I 



Anfieer, 
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'jinfmer. I don't know any innocent of 
lalutary Vegetable, that will become poi- 
Ibnous by a fimple Diftillation; andtlatwas 
all the Treatment which the Vegetables ufed 
in the Experiments underwent. But fuppo- 
fing the Bitter-Almond, and Bhck-Cherry^ 
Kernel harmlefs, and that the Waters drawn 
irom them become poifonous by Diflillation 
rfjnlyi is not that poifonous Quality, how- 
ever acquired, & fufficient Reaion for reje£t- 
ing them ? 

btb. Whether there are not fome Roots^ 
Fruits and Vegetables poifonous to Men,- 
which ferve for Food or Phylick to other 
Animalsj Et e Converjb ? 

Anfwer. Here the Querift inlinuates, that 
the Waters ufed in the Experiments might 
do Men no harm, though they poifoned 
Dogs. Our Phyfician?, indeed, carried their 
Trials no farther than on Dogs ; but If the 
Planter will prefent himfelf to me, I am 
ready to latisfy his Curbfity. But left the" 
Gentleman Ihould he too forward, as he has 
given fome hatln m tliis Qiiery, I fhall at- 
tempt a Syllogilm. The Laurel, Bitter- Al- 
mma, and Black-Cberry- Kernel Waters, poi- 
fon Dogs in the fame manner ; but the Lau- 
rel^Water poifons Men, as well as Dogs : 
Brgo: The Bitter- dlmond^ txnd Black-Cher- 
ry-Kfrnel-Waters may poiibn Men, as well 
as Dogs. 
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Lajifyt Whether there are not many Ani- 
mal, Mineral, and Vegetable Poifons, which, 
if truly corre<5ted, or exaflly dofed, may prove 
powerful Remedies ? 

Jbifwer. When the Planter fiiall teach 
the World, how the poifonous Waters men- 
tioned in the Experiments, may be corredlcd^ 
or fo exactly doled, as to bec- :ne powerful 
Remedies, it is poffible they may again be 
prefcribed : Till then, I hope the Planter 
will fingly enjoy all the Credit and Advantage 
of ufing and recommending fuch Remedies. 

As the Planter fecms very fond of Queries^ 
I'll favour him with a fhort one. 

^ery. Whether Roots, and Fruits are 
not Vegetables? 



November 1 4 to 21. 
Hje pLANTEji to Mr. Bryan. 



SIR, 

IN your Journal of the ^th InfUnt, I prc- 
fented the learned Publiflicrs of the Expe- 
riment on Black-Cherry Water with a few 
Qiieftions ; in hopes to have that Matter fet 
in a clearer Light, and to prevent (if poffible) 
the Delb-udion of our Cherry-Trees, or elic 
to convince us that we ought to part with 
C theni 



them chearfully j and cxpeflcd a fatisfeftery 
Anfwer on the Subjed; but inftead of that 
I find in your Yefterday's Paper, which I met 
■with (on my Journey) this Morning at Eve- 
JJ^eim^ a pretended Anfwer, (that extorted a 
Smile from me) figned JVilHam Davis ; who, 
if he had not fignified the Part he bore in the 
Experiments, I fhould (by his Anfwers and 
Reafoning) have gueft him to be a young Apo- 
thecary ^ (there appearing too many Over- 
ilghts, even at once reading, for a Man of 
a compaflionate Diipofition, to take Advan- 
tageofj andasfuch, I may perhaps, at a cer- 
tain Time, prevail with my Wife's Mother, 
who is an Apothecary's Widow to reply j 
{he being a very hontfi and ingenhus old Wo- 
man, has formany Years uftd to diKxXSimple- 
Waters, and i/r^^fn/f Medicines, but is exceed- 
ing cautious in her Pra£ike, and will not 
venture to prefcribe lb much as a Clyfter, 
without a Phyficiafts Admce-, which makes 
her greatly ejfeemed and much recommended by 
them^ unto this Day.— If the learned Publi- 
fhcrs of the faid Experiments, have not Lei- 
^re, Inclination ;i to anfwer methemfelvcs, 
iut will pleafe to Patronize any other of 
Mr. Davis's Performances, (for Ibis I dare 
fey they will not) I fliall then take Notice of 
them, in a manner fuitable to the Gravity of 
the Gentlemen's ProfeJJm', (which I take to 
be the Gravity meant by Mr. Davis) but 
that the Publick may not be impos'd upon 

by 
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"by any thing that is fpurious ; I muft infift, 
that thefe Words be inferted in fuch Per- 
formance. 

By the Order of Tho. j^ood, yamet 
Mackenzie^ Tho. Cameron, 'John JVall, 
Doitors of Phylick j or by other proper 
Titles; 

and conclude thus, Davis AfTillant. 
We fliall then fee, how much better a 
Figure this little Gentl&man (for I guefs at 
his Size by his Pertnefs) will make, with 
Jf/PP0CJ2y^!r£ysCaponhisHead> and 
lhall treat him, after his Advancement to 
that Dignity, tho' with lefs Elegance of 
Style, than the Subject may require; yet 
with that Freedom and Plainnefs, as becomes 
a iair Difputant, and am 

Sir, 

ijth Ntv. 17+0. ^our humbte Servant, 

The Planter, 



Majfer Bryan ^ ,5 ;v«,mi/r 17^0. 

ON reading your News-Paper of yefter- 
day, I find a Qiiefton put by Mr. 
Davis a Pot^carrier about Roots, Fruits, 
and Vegetables ; now I being a Gardiner, 
ho' no Scollard, but willing to let you fee 
X am no Dunfe, do here fend him an Anfer. 

C 2 ^fjion. 
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^aflon^ Whether Roots and Frutes are 
not Vegetables ? 

^fer^ No; for they are only Paris of 
Vegetables; but if this Potecarier can tell qie 
of any particular Root, or Fruit, that is 
a complete Vegetable, I will fend to Mr. 
MiUerdy to put it down in his £ook. 

Tour Servant^ 

Adam Appletree-Root, 



No-vemher 2^to 2.8. 
Mr. Davis to Mr. Bryan. 
SIR, 

AS I can't fuppofe, that a Perfon of the 
Planter's great Ingenuity, would ever 
lofe Sight of his Subjeil, in any Dtfpute ; I 
muft believe, that his laft Letter contains a 
full and ample Proof of the falutary Virtues 
of Black-Cherry'fVater^ tho' it does not fo 
readily appear to People of lefs Penetration 
than himfeif. For the Benefit thercfpre, of 
futh People and myfelf, I fliill endeavour, to 
draw his Argument into a narrower Compafs, . 
that it may have it's full Force, and convince 
every Body, that the Dogs which died imme- 
diately on fwallowing the Black-Cberry-Kfrn^l . 
abater, were hot at all the worfe- fey it, - 

' - ■ His ■ 
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His Argument, when ftriptof the Wit that 
darkens it, runs thus: He Irailed at E'aejkewj^ 
and is of a compaffionate Dilpofition : But 
there is fome Honelly in his Familj', on the 
Wife's Side : Ergo^ Black-Cherry-Kernet- 
WtJtcr is very whoicfome, and a powerful 
Remedy. This, it muft be owned, is a very 
extraordinary Argument ;but for that veryRea- 
fon, it is the beft Proof the Planter could give 
of his great Sagacity and Judgment ; for what 
would ordinary Argumenis avail againfl Mat- 
ter of Faft P Another in ftance for his wonder- 
ful Acutcnefs in Di/putation, is his Aftfwcr t» 
my Query about Roots, Sff. which is ex- 
cellent in it's kindj that it deferves to be a 

little farther illuilrated. Suppole tlien^ 

that, a Phyfician had prcfcribed a vegetablt?, 
Diet, and the Patient fhould confine himfclf]' 
to roafted Appks; yet according to the Plat)/. , 
ter, this Patient tranfgrefles Rules, becaufe 
he does not rwaUow the Tree, Or, fuppofe 
that the Planter, fliouldibring hii Adion againft 
any rude Fellow, for giving him a Kick, on- 
theBtecch; the Planter, by his own Reafon- 
ing, woLiid be call, by the Fellow's pleading 
that he iJld not kick hisAr—e, for it was only 
a Part of it. But I niall contend no morcwith 
this very fiibtilc Gentleman, while he con- 
tinues in Difguile, and £ha!l only once for all 
adviJe him to lubfcribe his real Name to his 
next X^crlbriniince, that the Weight of his 

Cha rafter 
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Character may add Force to his Arguments 
in Favour of Poifon. 

I am^ Sir, 

Tour bumble Servant , 

William Davis. 



Thomas Cherry-Tree the Eldtr^ io the 
^thors of his Condemnation. 

^ INCE you have learnedly decreed. 

That I and all my Sons muft bleed; 
Eet me a dying Queftion aJk, 
(The Anfwer's not To hard a Talk,) 
"Why fliould not Plumb-tree ftiarc my Fate f 
And rot unpityM by the Great j 
For it's prefum'd his Fruit produces, 
As poifonous and pernicious Juices. 

We hear the young Trees in the Niirfery 
of the late Jonathan Mincbin, lately adver- 
lifed in this Paper, are not yet all diipos'd of. 



November 



November 28 to December 5. 
'The Planter to Mr, Bryan. 

BY your laft Friday's Paper I find, that 
Mr. Davis is not thought a fit Perfon 
to be intrufted with HiPPocRATEs's Caf i 
but inftead of that do perceive, he has been 
prefented with another Sort of Cap, made with 
a particular kind of /oft Paper, which becomes 
him very well ; and fhall therefore now pay 
him my Compliments^ as a Perfon of fuch 
Diftindtion deferves. 

As to that Part of his Letter relating to the 
Experiment on Black-Cherry-Water I muft 
be fo candid as to admit, he has reduced the 
Argument to a Point, fo exquifitely fine, as 
not to be difcerned ; the Stile is tranfcendcntly 
fublime j and the Arguments to fupport the 
Experimentj are univerlally allow'd to be un- 
an/werahle, by reafon they furpafs all human 
Underjianding: So that this Cap (tho' of an 
inferior Title, yethcingofgreater jhttquity,) 
hath performed more than Hippocrates's 
Cap could have done. 

It feems Mr. Da-vis has thought proper to 
remove the Burthen, from off the Gardener'^ 
Shoulders, and place it on mine ; I will endea- 
vour to remove it thence, and defend myfelfasi 
can, againft one that makcsfo undented an At- 
tack on my Back-p&rti. He puts theCafe thus. 
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* Szjppofe a Phy_jicia?i had prcfcfibed a Dege- 

* iabie Diet, and tht Patient JhoNld confine 

* himfi!J to roajled Apples ; yet according to 
' the Planter^ this Patient tranfgreffes Ruks^ 

* iecmije he does fiot Jwalhw the Tree. 

' Or, fitppoj'e that the Planter fjouJd bring 

* bis ABion ^gainji any rude Fcllonja^ for giving 

* him a Kick en the Rreecb ; the Playiter by 

* ins own Renjoning 'would be cafl, by the Fel- 

* Jiraj'j pleading that he did not kick bis A — 
' far it was only Part of it.' 

The Geirdemr (whom he calls the Planter) 
afierted that Fruits and Roots, were only 
Parts of Vegetables, and not compleat Vege- 
tables-; and this will very plainly appear, in 
the fuppofcd Cafe ; by only maJting Ufe 
of the Word Pood^ inftead of the Word 
Diet. 

Thus, if vegetable Food were prefcribed, 
the Patient would ea.t only that Part of the 
Vegetable proper for Food; not that Part 
proper for Fuel; and could never miftake the 
Fruit for the Wood^ or tranfgrefs the Phyfi- 
cian's Rules; unlel's he meant by the Word 
i)/V?, that his Patient ihould Iwallow the 
Tree. The Patient would alfo confine him- 
felf to that Sort of vegetable Food projjer for 
Men ; unlefs he ihould prove to be an y^'s-, for 
then he would chufc ThijUes. 

As to the other Suppolitlon ; I think the 
Apothecary^ wlio is frequently obliged to ftoop 
to the Ar— Cj might have thought on a Caie 

in 
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in his own Way ; by fuppofing the rude Fel- 
low, 10 have thruft his Nofe into ihe ^/>er- 
ture i for this would have dillinguiili'd the 
Par?, and removed the pretended Difficulty 
in Pleading, bayond the PofTibihty of a Mif- 
take ; which Gentlemen of this Cap are apt 
to run into. 

Having now performed the difagreeable 
Tafk of fhrejhivg fo much Chaff\ and finding 
no Lighf will be afforded me by the Pub- 
lijhers of the Rxperimenti on Almond! and 
Biack'Cherry-Water ; I (hall now venture to 
examine into the ProcciTes, by comparing 
ihem, with what I call genuine FroccJJes. 
And firft as to the Altmnd-fVater. 

* Mr. DaviSj took i Pound and a half of 

• the dryed Almond-Cake^ and adding to it a 

* ^art of Water, he dreiss from it, in a cold 
' Still, a ^art of bitter Almond-Water' And 
with two Oiinpes thereof killed a Dog. 

The Apatliecarfi general Rule (as my 
Wife's Mother informs me) is to draw 4 
^arts of Almond-Water from 4 Ounces of 
Almond-Cake, this juft gives an agreeable Fla- 
vour to the Water, which is ufed as a Vehicle. 
Ergo^ Mr. Davis's drawing but : ^mrt of 
Water from 24 Ounces of Cake, mull make 
his Water 23 times fironger of the Kernel, than 
that of the Apothecary's : And thus render it 
unfit for ufe. 

Indeed I diftrufted whether r Quart of 
Water could be drawn, after the manner of 
• P, ■ Mr., 
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Mr. Davis's Frocefs ; my Wife's Mother 
tried it for me, and though flie could not go 
thro' the Procefs for the Stmk, yet believes 
the Thing poflible to be done, but not with- 
out much burning the Pa/ie j (for it will 
be nearly of that Coiififtence when commit- 
ted to the Stilll) which gives a na/iy, hof^ em- 
fyreumatick Tafte, to the Water, and greatly 
enhances the 'Malignity of it. Therefore I 
do not call this genuine Water* 

Now for the Bhck-Cherry-Water. 

Mr. Davis, to 1 4 'Pounds of Black-Cherry- 
Stones bruijed^ added a ^antity of Water 
fufficient to prevefit burnings (which in his 
Experiment was about 6 Gallons) and drew 
off in a hot Still y ^arts ; the JirJ} ^art 
that run be referved by itjelf ; and with four 
Ounces thereof he Isill'd a Dog. This he 
calls the genuine Black-Cherry -Water. 

The Ijiiuion Difpenfatory pubhfhed by 
the College of Phy/idam^ direfts the Procefs 
thus : 

From 12 Pounds of Black-Cherries brnifcd 
•juith the Stones^ draw i Gallon. 

I having no Opportunity of comparing the 
Difference of Weight between the Cherry 
and the Cherry-Stone of recent Fruit, was 
obliged to make ufc of fome Biack^Cberries 
which had been infufed in Brandy ; but all 
that would run was pour'd from 'em three 
Months before ; I wcigh'd i Ounce of tliefe 
•^ith the Siorjcjj and then (after rubbing off 
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all the flefhy Part with a dry Cloth) weighed 
the Stones, and found them to be i Quarter 
of an Ounce bare Weight ; fo that the FruiC 
was to the SlOfii as 4 to i . 

I therefore think Mr. Davis's Procefs li- 
able to two ObjeBimi ; the one for leaving 
out the Cherry, and the other for ufing too 
great a Proportion of the Stones. 

As to the Cherry, 'tis plain that 3 Parts 
in 4 of the requifitc (and 'tis prefumed of the 
beft) Ingredients were left out ; for, the 
Denominatiotx is ufually taken from the bet- 
ter or prevailing Part : Therefore this B/ack~ 
Cherry-Water cannot be genuine. 

And as to the fecond, 'tis plain that if 3 
Pounds of Cherry-Stones zxt i\i?EiC\^T\i.xo favour 
4 ^aris if iVater, then 14 Pounds of them 
muft make thefc four Quarts of Water ^ 
times and above an half fironger and confc- 
quentlymuft make t Quart above jy times 
firongerof the Kernel than it ought to be, and 
renaove it fo much further from being genu- 
ine ; and I believe the Dijpraportion would 
have appeared to be much greater^ had the 
Fruit I made uje of been freft gathered. 

That Brandy and Spirit of IVifie are both 
obtain'd from Vegetables by fimple Dijlilla- 
tion J and that Brandy is not, but that Spirit 
cf iVine is poifonous to Mai^ I think cannot 
be deny'd ; and therefore Vegetables may 
become polfonous by fuch a particular Treat- 
ment, tho' Mr. iJfzWr knows it not, 

D z . The 
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The College Prefcriptton does nehhef di- 
rect nor forbid Fermentation in their Procefs for 
Black-Cherry-Water ; and as their Difpenfa- 
tory was pirblilhed for the Ufe of Perfons 
fuppos'd to be /kill'd in Pharmacy, therefore 
they do not defcend to every minute Circum- 
ilance, but leave tliis Procefs as they do 
others, to be performed according is Art ; 
the prefent Method of preparing it at the 
jipothecary's Hall^ London^ is by the Help of 
Fermentation ^ and my Mother's Huiband 
always prepared it in that Way, as ilie telk 
me : Every common Diftiller knows that 
nothing /j^j'nVuowr or falutary can be obtained 
from Black'Cberries by fimple DijUlfatisny 
without being previouHy fermented. 

I For the Confolation and Benefit therefore 
of all Planters, Fathers, Mothers, Midwives, 
Nur/es and Children^ I will here tranfcribe 
the Opinion of the celebrated Dr. ^incy con- 
cerning this ufeful Vehicle, when made as 
it ought to be. He fays, 

"The Water from Black-Cherries fecms hy 
much the befi ive have in the Sbops^ for a Ve- 
hicle ; the Kernels give it an agreeable Fla- 
vour ; and there is Jb much of a Spirit in the 
yuice, as prejerves it the Tear round, when 
carefully diJiilN^ iviihout Decay. Quincy's 
Difpenfatoty, 9th Edition, Page 558. 

As Mr. Davis feems to lay much Strefs 
on tlie Weigbtifiefs of Names and Gjara£lcrs, 
I will in this give him the Turn of the Scale, 

. to 
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to help his own Arguments, chufing myftif 
to argue, raiher from Demonfiration tlian 
Sound : And fiiall therefore take leave of the 
Publick as an Author ; and continue to fu[>^ 
fcribe myfelf, as before. 

Sir, 

Tour humbk Servant^ 

The Planter. 



December 12 to 19. 
Mr. TuRNOR to Mr. Bryan. 
SIR, 

TH E Planter having cntertain'd your 
Readers for fome time with Jhcb JVtt 
as be could afford, has at laft come to the 
Point in Difpute ; and my Maftcr having de- 
termined to contend no longer with Shadows^ 
has given me leave to anfwer him. Had the 
Planter began where he now concludes, with 
making Objcdions to the Waters ufcd in the 
.Experiments, and argued in a. Gentleman-i 
like manner, with his Name affix'd to his 
Performances, it is very probable that the 
Publifhecs would either have anfwered his 
Objections, or acquiefced in his Demonflxa- 

tioQ 
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toon (at be caffs it) that thofe Waten are 
not pmfonous. 

But inllead of treating our Phyficians in a 
candid generous Manner, a Perfon noted for 
Self-fujiciency and Prj/m^aiTumes the Name 
of a Planter, challenges our Dodors to dif- 
pute with him, modejily alks them how the 
genuine Black-Cherry- Water ought to be 
made, that is, whether they could read the 
DijPenJ'atory^ bids them tell him whether 
Brandy would kill a Dog, with feveral other 
Queries equally perttnent and edifying ; and 
notwithftanding fuch Ulage, wonders that 
they would not anfwer him. Rijum te- 
neatii ? 

But who can cxprefs the Indignation of the 
Planter, when he found his Queries anfwered 
by only a plain Apothecary i he prelcntly 
dropt his SubjeA to chaftife my Mafitr^ and 
in his Fury compared him to a very honejt 
and ingenious old Woman, much ejieemed 
the Phyficians for being exceeding cautious in 
her PraSlice. What a fad Character is here I 
Jt might be no great Lofs to his Neighbours, 
if the Planter fiiould follow the old Woman's 
Example. 

Perhaps it hurt his Spleen that our Phy- 
ficians call'd Mr. Davis an bomjl and inge- 
nious Apothecary : But pray, Sir. docs this ex- 
clude others from deferring the fame Cha~ 
raBer ? It is evident that thcfe Words were 
not intended to depreciate other Apothecaries, 
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but to fatisfy the Publick that the Esperi- 
ments were faithfully made. 

As to the Planter's Animadverfions upon 
my Maftcr's laft Letter, I fhall eafily grant 
that any Delicacy in. Wit is above his Com- 
prehenflon ; but that his UnderfianJiitg fliould 
be the Tefl of Wit, I lhall never allow. 

I now come to that Part of the Hanter's 
laft Letter where his great Strength lies, wz, 
his Examination of the Proccffes 1^ which 
the Waters ufed in the Experiments were 
drawn. After quoting the Procels be goes 
on thus : 

' The Apothecary's general Rule (as my 

* Wife's Mother informa me) is to draw 4 
' Quarts of Almond -Water from 4 Ounces 

* of Almond-Cake, this joft gives an agree- 

* able Flavour to the Water, which is ufed 
' as a Vehicle. Ergo^ Mr. Davis's drawing 

* but one Quart of Water from 24 Ounces 

* of Cake, muft make his Water 23 times 
' ftronger of the Kernel than that of the 

* Apothecaries. And thus render it unfit 

* forUfe.' 

There is no general Rule among the Apo- 
thecaries for making Bitter-Almond- Water, 
for 'tis (2 dire^ Fraud, and ought not to be 
made at all. It has indeed been kept by moll 
Apothecaries as a Subftitvte to the Black- 
Cherry- Water, but every Apothecary made 
it according to his own Fancy ; and the com- 
mon Way vvaa to throw fome Handfulsof 

Almond- 



Almond-Cake, &y gtiej's^ into the Still, and 
draw off fome Water, agreeable to the 
Artift's Palate. 

My Curiofity prompted me to make fome 
Bitter- Almond- Water exa<51:ly according to 
the Planter's Rule of drawing 4 ^larts from 
4 Ounces of Cake : And the' I never tafted 
any fo weak before that was frefh drawn, yet 
'1 cannot call it whokfome 3 for Ce7i Ounces of it 
kiltd an, exceeding fh-oug Dog, in the Prefence 
of three of our Phyficians, in lefs than fix 
Minutes ; and four Ounces few a fmall Dog, 
in the Prefence of two of our Phyficians, in 
kjs than three Minutes. 

N. B. Before the lame Gentlemen, two 
very ftrong Dogs took the laft Running of 
the Cherry-Stone- Water, which threw them 
both into Convullions immediately, and kiU*d 
the one in about a quarter of an Hfour, and 
the other in a few Minutes. As to the Wa- 
ters ufcd in the Experiments, the Truth is, 
our Phyficians defired my Mafter to draw the 
Bitter-Almond-Water ^r^f/y frong, that the 
had EfFefts of it (in cafe it had any) fliould 
foon appear without Lofs of Time j and he 
drew but one Quart from 24 Ounces of Cake, 
becaufe he thought he fliould not have Oc- 
cafion for more. 

The Planter's Objeflion to this Procefs is 
founded upon a manifeft Fallacy, by which 
he defigned rather to cafi a Mijt before the 
j^'i'f of the Ignorant, than to dijio'ver the 

'Truth i 
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Truth i for he fays that Mr. Davis'i drawing 
but I ^art of Water from 24 Ounces of 
Cake, miiji mah hit JVater 23 times jironger 
of the Kernel than the Apothecary's JVater 
drawn by the Planter's Rule as above. Here he 
fuppofes that the Almond-Water ufed in the 
Experiments was impregnated with the 
yi^hole Virtue of the 24 Ounces of Cake ; 
whereas every Apprentice in Chemiftry can 
tell him, that after the firft Quart was drawn 
off", the remaining Cake, by a frefh AiFulion 
of common Water, would yield many Quarts 
of Almond- Water, full as jlrong as the firjf. 
The lame Fallacy runs through his Exami- 
nation of the Black-Cherry-Kerncl- Water, 
^ The Planter proceeds, * Indeed I djf- 

■ trufted whether one Qoart of Water could 

* be drawn after the Manner of Mr. Davis's 
Procefs : My Wife's Mother tried it for rae, 
and though fhe could not go throughout 

* the Procefs for the Stink, yet believes the 
' thing poirible to be done, but not without 
' much bui'ning the Pafte, (for it will be 
' nearly of tliat Confiftence when committed 
' to the Still) which gives a nafty^ hot, em- 
' pyreumatick Tafte to the Water, and greatly 
' enhances the Malignity of it. Therefore 
f I do not call tliis genuine Black-Cherry- 
' Water.' 

All the Phyficiiins in Town tafted the 
Bitter- Almond-AVater ufcd in the Experi- 
hicnts, and hiow that it had m etnpjreumatick 

■ E "rajle : 
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'tajie : Nay, we could draw the fame Quan- 
tity of Water from a much larger ^antity 
of Cake, without any fuch Tafte, becaufe 
we always fill the Bottom of our Still with 
Water, and cover the Water with a Copper- 
Plate tijin'd, on which we lay the Cake, (o 
that it cannot pqfi&ly be burnt. I believe the 
Planter is a Stranger to this Method of Dif- 
tilling ; for 'tis the Fate of Perfons that fol* 
low different EmploymentSj never to be ex- 
pert in any. 

The Planter entertains us next with his 
Examination of the Black-Cherry- Water. 

After quoting the Procffs, viz. 

' Mr. Davis to 14 Pounds of Black- 
' Chcrry-Stones bruilcd, added a Quantity of 
' Water fufficient to prevent burning, (which, 

* in his Experiment, was about fix Gallons) 
' and drew off in a hot Still leven Quarts ; 

* the firft Quart that run he refcrv'd by itfelf, 

* and with four Ounces thereof he kill'd a 

* Dog. This he calls the genuine Black- 
Cherry-Water.' 

Dees be jo ? I'm fure neither the Pub- 
lipers^ nor Mr. Davis, cvercall'd the Waters 
ulid in the Experiments by the Name of the 
genuine Black-Cherry-iVnier ; and yet the 
Planter would be affronted if I fhould call 
kima Liar, for affirming that ibey did. They 
always diftinguiftied it by the Name of Black- 
Cberry-Stone of Kernd-Water, that it Jhould 
pat be confounded with the genuine Black- 
Cherry- 
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Cherry- Water of the Shops i and all that 
our Phyficians propoicd by publifliing the 
Experiments made with Black-Cherry-Ker- 
pel- Water, was to acquaint the Publick that 
the genuine Black-Cherry-Water is pmjonom 
in fo far as it pariak-s of the Kernel ; and 
they left it to every Man to judge for him- 
felf, whether he ought in Conlcience topre- 
fcrlbe it or not. For, fuppoling, as the Plan- 
ter pretends, that the Flavour of the Kernel 
was 4 times, or (according to his wicked 
Blunder) 17 tinnes as ftrong in the Waters 
ufed in the Experiments, as it is in the genu- 
ine Black -Cherry -Water of the Shops, why 
fljould a Child be made to fwallow the fe'jen- 
teentb Part of a IMe of Potjm ? 

Let it be granted that 17 Grains of Arfenlc 
are required to kill a Dog, what a Confok- 
tion muft it be to a Parent, that he need give 
his Child but one Grain I 

' The Planter affirms that the College 
'. Prefcription does neither dire£l or forbid 
' Fermentation in their Procefs for Black- 
' Cherry- Water j and that the Method of 
• preparing at the Apothecary's Hall^ Lm- 
' do;i, is by the Help of Fermentation.' 

The CoUege moft certainly intended that 
the Black-Cherry- Witter fhould be drawn 
without any previous Fermentation ; for as it 
is ranked in the fame Clais of Simple Waters 
with thole that are never fermented, fuch as 
E 2 Mint- 
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Mint- Water, Rofc-Watcr, Gft. they would 
have cxprefly ordered us to ferment the 
Black- Cherries, in Cafe they had intended 
to make that Water an Exception from the 
reft. 

As to the Apothecary's Hall, or common 
Diftillers, I neither know nor care what they 
do i for it is our Bulinefs to prepare Medi- 
cines faithfully, according to the Difpenfatory^ 
and Ph^cians Frejcriftiom ; and I hope the 
Planter will for the future obferpc the fame 
Rule. 

The Paragraph concerning Brandy and 
Spirit of Wine is foreign to the prcfent Dif- 
pute, and too trifling to deferve any Anfwer : 
For Brandy and Spirit of %Vine are not ob- 
tained from Vegetables by Jhnple DiftiUation^ 
i. e. not without a previous Fermentaticn, 
which gives the Spirit. This Inftance there- 
fore is ridiculous : For there is no Analogy 
betwixt thofe Spirits and the Waters ufed in 
the Experiments ; which being unfermented^ 
had not their natural Qualities at all altered. 

And as to his Quotation from Dr. Sluincy^ 
it is very true that he fpeaks favourably of the 
Black-Cherry- Water ; and fo do many more 
feefides him j but ^incy was a very hmcji as 
well as a very ingenious Apothecary^ and, no 
doubt, would have altered his Opinion, had 
he been prefent at the Experiments ; but 
littk fhufBing Souls cannot be perfuadcd that 
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it is great or noble to acknowledge or retra(3 
any Error. 

Jfim, Sir, 

Tour humble Servant^ 

William N. Turnor. 

B. The fatyrical, or lampooning Poem, 
receiv'd from fome unknown Hand, on our 
wortliy Phyficians, the Printer is determin'd 
to give no Place in this Paper, not only on 
account of its being contrary to the Rules of 
good Manners, but alfo from what is enjojn'd 
us by Holy Scripture. See Eccluf, xxxviii. 



December 19 to 26. 
S. R. to Mr. Bryan. 
S 1 R, 

Tour lajt Paper having Reference to a 7ext 
i?i the jipocrapby, I turned to the Place, 
and could not help coUeiting together fome 
fcatter'd Thugbts^ which occurred to me on 
the SubJfSl of Pbyfick and Phyficians, which 
I here fend you for the E^ntertaimnent of 
your Readers and am^ 

Sir, 

Tgur humble Seruant, 
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THE Art of Phyfick feems to take its 
Rife from the Fall of Adam^ whofe 
eating the forbidden Fruit brought on him 
and his Pofterity not only the Curfe of a fpi- 
ritual, but alfo of a temporal Death : From 
that time the human Bixly (after a phyfical 
Manner) became fubjedt to Decay^ and at 
length to Diflblution. 

The Supreme Being having Compafllon on 
the Frailty of human Nature, immediateiy- 
undcitook the Cure of the Soul; and Self- 
prefervation prompted the Individual to ftudy 
the Means of prolonging Life ; but as the 
World became more populous, this Study 
advanced to a Science, and fell into the 
Hands of certain learned Perfons, ftiled Phy- 
licians, whofe Art, in its full Extent, takes in 
no lefs than the whole Compafs of Nature. 

The Education of a Phylician is attended 
with no fmall Expence ; but then it is ge- 
ncraJly beftowcd on Gentlemen of plentiful 
Fortunes, who can very well fupport it, 
vithout being beholden to their Praftice. 
Taking the requifitc Degrees may indeed 
have hs political Ufc, but adds nothing to the 
Honcily or Skill of a Phyfician. 

The Power of Healing being thus digni- 
fy'd and extenfive, no wonder that the wife 
Man fhould enjoin us to honour the Pb\jician 
with the Honour that is due unto hitn, hecaufe 
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e may have Need of him, for the Lord hatk 
created Him. ( i ) 

Our bleired Saviour's whole Life was one 
continued Scene of Charily and good Works, 
both to the Souls and Bodies of Men j he 
came t« feeltand to lave, to find proper Ob- 
jeds, botli of his Goodnefs and Power. 

Now the Qualifications that will entitle 
Jiim to this Honour as a Debt, are firft, an 
Ability ; and Ibcondly, an hearty Endeavour Co 
heal the Bodies of Men ; thofe who can afford 
it, at a moderate Expence ; and thofe in low 
Circumftances, without any Expence at all. 
The Method in Holland is well worthy Imi- 
tation, where the Phyfician has a certain and 
very moderate Fee whenever he is lent for ; 
but in feme Places in England it frequently 
happens, that the Patient fuffers more by the 
Expence of a Cure, than by the Severity of 
the Diftemper; and Multitudes chufc rather 
to truft Nature alone, than call in the timely 
Afliftance of a Phyficiaa. 

I fhall here beg leave to point out fomc of 
the Methods, by which I apprehend this Ha- 
mur may be either leflencd, and by degrees 
loft, or preferv'd and encreas'd, Thus : 

If a Phyfician happens to have too quick a 
Senfe of a real or luppos'd. Injury or Indignity^ 
this may prove very fatal to the PaDent, and 
efpccially in cafe of a Confultation ; where 
the not being firft fent for, the meeting with 
(i) Eccluf. xxxviii. I. 
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ibmc Uttic Contradidtion, the Miftake of a 
Servant, or perhaps the Omiffion of a Fee, 
may coft the Patient his Life. And this 
Dr. Garth feems to take Notice of in his 
Dijpenfary Poem^ where, in giving a De- 
icription of the Engravings on ^terpo\ 
Shield, he has thcfe Words ; 

^be Artiji too expreft the foJemn State 
Of grave Phvficians, at a Confult met ; 
About each Symptom how they difagree. 
But how unanimous^ in cafe of Fee. 

Orif aPhyfician fliould form Schemes to dif- 
iribute his Bills within certain Limits, and en- 
courage and promote the Bufinefsof a favou- 
rite Apothecary, or of thofe only within a 
Circle of his own making, to the utter Ex- 
clufion, and perhaps Ruin of others equally 
■deferving ; and in order to this fhould dictate 
unto, or even ufe his Interert with a Patient 
to leave his old Apothecary, and employ one 
of the Phyficlan's recommending, this may 
give reafon to fufpect an Underrtaiiding be- 
tween them ; befides, it is breaking in upon 
that natural and acquired Intereft which every 
one has obtained in Bufinefs ; and confe- 
quently muft bring Difcredit on the Pra6:i- 
tioner in particular, and on the Pradrice in 
genera]. It is^ a common Saying, That a 
good Opinion is half a Cure ; 'tis therefore 
not only unjuft to others, but alio cruel to 
put a Patient under tie Difficulty and Unea- 

iinefsj 
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finefs, eithei' of going againfl: the Bent of 
his own Inclination, or of difobliging the 
Phyfician into whole hands he has committed 
himfelf ; hard muft be the Struggle between 
Liberty and Reftraint at lUch a time : Such 
unfortunate Patients maybe compared to the 
poor Woman in the Goipel, 'wbo [ufered 
mam things of the PhvjicianSy and jfent all 
Jlse bad^ and was nothing bettered, hut rather 
grew ivorje (i). Such Methods as thefe 
muft needs make the Art of Phyfick to ian- 
guifii, diminifli the Honour juftly due to a 
faithful Phyfician, and ilir up that juft Rc- 
fentmcnt and Contempt, which Dr. Garth re- 
prefents arifing in the Goddefa of Health, 
lo fee, 

*' Hoiu Jickning Phyjick bangs her penfivs 
" Bead, 

*' And what 'was once a Science, n(m's a 
" Trvide : 

• ' H^r Sons ne'er rife her niyflerious Store^ 
" But jiudy Nature lefs^ mid Lucre more. 

The Means therefore to preferve and en- 
crcale this Honour of a Phyfician, muft be 
a quite contrary Temper and Behaviour ; the 
V'ifeft of Men tells us, that before Honour is 
Humility (2), this will take off the Edge of 
our Refentment, and open our Eyes to fee 
cur own Failings, as well as our Neighbours. 

(1) Mark V. 16. (:i Prov. tv. 53. 

F St; 



( 34 ) 

St. Peter vvarn^ us agiwijl being exercifed with 
covetous Practices ( i ) ; and St. Luke cau- 
tions us t(f take heed and hcware of Coveteuf- 
fje/s (2). Thi,-; will of coiirl'e vvcaii us from 
lhat P^rtiLility which a covetous Difpoiition 
is naturally prone ta. Thefe two important 
Points gain'd, will be a Means to uncramp 
and open the Mind, enlarge the Underftand- 
ing, a]id put it on Itudyingthe Art of Heal- 
ing, as a thing diftintt from Sclf-Intercft. 
It wilt put a Phyfidan on vffitfng tlie Poor, 
not only for a time, to get Pra(5lice and Ex- 
perience, but for a continuance, after thefe 
arc attain'd : And thus, by the Divine Af- 
fillance, always accompanying fuch honcllaiid 
laudable Endeavtmrs, I am perluaded tliat a 
greater Progrefs in Knowledge, and a larger 
Accunuilation of Honour, and even Profit, 
may be made in one Year, than can be ob- 
tain'd in wany Ye;irs without it. 'Ths fs 
the Ph/ida'n -ivhom the Lord hath created to 
be a Bleilijig to McHj and to be had in Ho- 
nour by dicni. 

I would not, by any thing before laid, be 
conrtrucd to depreciate or underv.ihie our 
worthy PliyficianSj fome of whom I know 
to be of long ftanding, and of great Ability 
and Reputation ; and believe they would 
IcOFD, knowingly or defignedly, to engage 
in any Meaiures wlijch tend to the Icflening 

(i) 2 IVr. ::. 14. (2) I,(ilt< Jtii. I j. 

or 
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or diihojiouring this Noble, ajid almoft D'mnf 

N. B. The Planter's Anfwer tq Mr. Tar^ 
mr's I^ettei", may be ejfpeded jn our next. 



H E N a Perfpn has taken a formal 



V V Leave, he ought to alfign fonie Rea- 
sons for his return to the Publiclc : And 
what better Reafon can be given, than- his* 
beingcalled back again by thof? whooccafion'd' 



ceffes on Almond and Bjack-.Cherry-^lVater^ 
inferted in your jQuri^a^ of the s^^h of Ocio,, 
her kft. 

My Property being concern'd, \ propofed 
fome fyitable ^ejlions for better Informa- 
tion, and treated the ^ubjeit with a Defe-. 
rence due to Fhyficians, But feciog thefe 
/w'£) Proceff 'es are endeavoured to be fupported 
and defended by fuch eii^traordinary Methods^ 
Jean now no longer Imother n^y Sentiments, or 



January 9 to i6. 



6n&^ Planter ft Mr. Br yah 
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of ilkgitiniate Children^ wjndcnng from place 
to place, deferted by their Parents ; — ■ . who, 
tho' they might have a mifurdi Fojidnefs for 
them at their firft Appearance, and acknow- 
ledge them for their own, yet when the Brnts 
meet with a cold Reception, or become the 
Subjeifts of Mirth and Banter abroad, thea 
they muft undergo the common Fate, of be- 
• ing at leaft tacitely dijswTi'd by their natural 
parents^ who thcmfelves now feem to look 
flfcew at them, and take no care for their 
Support^ but yet do, underhand and privately, 
contribute all thatcanbeafforded to their jV&/«T 
tenance^ tho' it be in a very frugal Manner, 
TheCe two CMldre?! (for I call them fuch, the 
Brain having its Iffue as well as the Body) 
Were firft fet to be nurfed by Mr. Davi's^ a 
very i>on^J} and ingenious Apothecary of Pt^'or- 
cejier^ who nurfed them about three Weeks, 
till he was quite weary, and his Friends 
afliam'd ; he has therefore now committed 
them. Cradle and all, into the hands of his 
Apprentice, Mr. IV. I\K Tumor ; who, tho' 
but a Youthj yet being of a vigorous Confti- 
tution, has given ample Proofs of his Inge- 
nuify and Ability, and may now empl-.^tically 
be called a nurfmg Father. If it (hould hap- 
pen to be beneath the Gravity of Mr. T'urnor 
to dandle thefs Cliildren till they can ftand on 
their V^-^t (for they are very backward,) lis 
hard to fay what Turn they will take next j 
but, wilh«3iit (li^ Spirit of ProplKcy, it is 
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(Ca/y to forefee they will drop to the Piriflj 
3t laft, unlcis the P;uents think ht to take 
them home to thenifelves. 

The real j^thr of the Letters fubfcribed 
by Mr. Davis and Mr. 'Turmr is no Secret ; 
it is the fame logical Gcntkman who let out 
with an itmoccne Hcydey ! proceeded next to 
an angry Kick on the Breech^ now ends with 
beftowing on nie the Accent Appdl^it 'ton of a 
J->iar^ and requires me to ruhlcribc mv real 
J^itme^ and argue with him like a Gmileman^ 
Rijum Tcneath ! I lhall theretbre for tlic 
future, occafonally diftinguiOi this GciUlewan 
by the Name of the Lelter-iDriter, whofe 
Arrows, tho' feemingly dipt in the Bitlcr* 
Water^ have no Effe^St for want of Aim : 
were I difpos'd to be pcrfonal towards him. 
Materials are not wanting, and that lie will 
know, if I but perceive Chem to glance. 

The hctter-I'Vriter, confcious of having 
tJiJered an imply'd Iniury to others, in dil- 
tinguilhing and eJfahing ihe {ingle CbaraBer 

Mr, Davis, has in one Part of his Letter 
(of his own accord, without being called up- 
on) been fo gracious and con defending as 
to acknowledge that there are in your City 
tfiore hancfi and ingenious Apothecaries. But 
the reft of his Letter abounding with Crudi- 
ties^ muft be impLired to his having lately 
been obliged to fwallovv' too plentiful a Meal 
of Rcots, Fruits, and Vegetablt's ; whjcli, it 
fci^nif!, are not 35 yet digeited. 



Mr. 7urmr tells us, that his Mafter being 
determined to contend no longer with &ha- 
Wj, i. e. to take a great deal of Paim^jhr 
other Purpo/e than to become a Jeji^ lias 
given him leave to take his Phce ; and then 
proceeds to lliew wherein his great Weakjiefs 
lies. 

And firft, as to the Almond-Water^ he tells 
us, " there is no general Rule among tlie 
*' Apothecaries for making Bltter-Almertd- 
*' Water : For it is a direSi Frauds and ought 
*' not to be made at ail ; [witli which I en- 
tirelyagrcee] " but that the connmon way was 

to throw fome Handfuls of Ahnnnd-Cal^e^ 
" into the Still." [This I deny.] 

I am not for encouraging any Frauds, (tho' 
innocent) but believe Mr. Turmr oi- bts 
Mafter will not deny they have made (brae 
hundred Gallons of this Almon4-Watei\ and 
fold and uled it as Black-Cherry-Water ^ with- 
out poilbning any One ; that it wpuld much 
leffen the Apparatus in his Shop, were there 
nothing but genuine Drugs, and that it would 
put thcni frequently to their Shifts, were 
they not in fome Cales lo ule Snbllitules. 
My Wife's Mother tells me, her Hulband 
never made thjs Water by gKefs^ nor 
did any of the Tnide ihe ever knew in 40 
Years Pracflice, but always made it by the 
Rule of four Ounces to the Gallon : So that 
if any ill Eft'ecls thould at any time happen, 
jt ^lult be from ihU random or gm'/i-work 

Manner 
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Manner of preparing ; for ihc afTures me, 
that to her own Knowledge, no lets than a 
Quart, or 32 Ounces of it, has been taken 
by a fingle Perfon in 12 Hours time, with- 
out any apparent Incovcnlence, altho' Mr. 
'tumor fays he kiird a very ftrong Dog in 
Ids than Jix Minutes ivith 10 Ounces of it. 
So that (tho' this Is a large Dofe to be taJcen 
infix Minutes time) ifitproves any thing, ita- 
moiintstono mort* than an Anlwer totlieCon- 
verleofmy 6 th Query, 'Whether that which is 
' poifonousto Ibmc Animals, may not lerve 
' for Food or Phyfick to Men ? ' The Letter- 
Writer next proceeds to fliew the Fallacy of 
my AlTcrtion, * that Mr. Davis's drawing but 

* one Quart of Water from 24 Ounces of 
' Cake, mufl: make his Water 23 times, 

* ftronger of ehe Kernel than the Apothecary's 
' Water drawn after the Proportion of four 
' Ounces to the Gallon ;* and buikls hisRea- 
loning upon a Suppojition I never made, or 
lb much asimagin'd, vi-;z. that the Almond- 
Water uled in the Experiments was impreg- 
nated with t'le ivhoh Virtue of the 24 Ounces 
ofCike. For, thus : 

If four Ounces of the Cake will impregnate 
one Gallon of common Water with iis Virtue, 
'to a certain determinate Degree or Strength, as 
the Apothecaries ufcd to make it, after this 
is poured off, the Remains will yet impreg- 
nate the like Qiiiurtity of cnmmon Water 
\vi(h its Virtue, to a ccrdun determinate 

Degree^ 
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Dfgree, but hx veatsr^ and Ufs duia the 
/«rmer : "Sow tbcrcibrc 04 Obnorr of this 
OJcc treated ni like manner with «ne ^uarf 
of f^at/T^ mnft cofilequeBCty impjtgnatc the 
^ff ^art of Pi^atfr with its Vinue, to a cer- 
tain deUrmmUe Degree or Stragfb, 23 tiam 
more or greater than the fir^ ^uart of Heater 
drawn jHm one Oitnce sf Cake ; and will a& 
terwards, notwithftanding, on the Affuiioo 
of more common Water, impnegrme the 
faine with the Remains ot its Virtue. And 
this every Ccffee-drinker is capable of demon- 
lira ting. 

But thU AiTerlion of the Drtter-H^riterX 
as it may proceed from Inadvertency or In- 
attention, is more excu&ble than what he 
charges mc with in the next Paragraph ; 
where, al ter repeating feme of my Objedtions 
to tliciVoccl's on Ahnond-JVateTy which con- 
cludes tlius, ' tlicreforc I do not call this ge- 
iiuinc fencer,' lie, pretending to cite my very 
Words, cxprcfles it tims, * tiierefore I do 
* not call tJiis genuine Black-Cherry-Walcr' 
Every one that reads my kit Letter, in your 
r.iper of the jth of Dt-cmbcr, will difprove 
this Quotation, and call it not only a Blun- 
""cr, bcciufe it is falfc; bat alto a wicked Blun^ 
der^ bccaufe dcfignediy falfe. 

Tlie Lcttcr-lt^ritcr next proceeds to give 
a Dcrcripiion of the Method Mr. Davh took 
in drawing tin- Almmd-lVater^ by the help 
of a Still contnv'd to work v^'xik Water under- 

fttatb. 
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tmthj in the manner of a Bafm^um Viiporis ; 
which, in the Procefs^ was Idlhcloufly call'd 
a cold Still ; and even makes this an Occa- 
fion to extol Mr. Davis's Ingenuity for impo- 
iing on the Phylicians, and deahng io dif- 
ingemious with their Readers, by ctijlhi^ ibli 
Mi(i before their Eyes. 

The Letter-Writer finding the Waters too 
ftrong for him, is with much Reluftance 
brought to acknowledge the ^ruth thro' the 
Mouth of Mr. Tiirmr^ thus i ' The Truth 
' is, the Phyficians defired my Mafter to 

• draw the Bitter- ^Mmond-lVater pretty 
' Jlroiig^ i. e. 23 times ftronger than ullial ;* 
and gives this admirable Realbn for it, ' that 

• the bad Elfeds of it ihould foon appear, 
' without Lofs of Time which amounts to 
tlie fame as if an Experiment were to be 
made with Iira?tdy^ and a Man fhoiild be 
obliged to fwallow a GLifs of Sp'rit of JFine 
inftead of a Glais of Bramly, that the bad 
EfFedts of it might foon appear without Lofs 
of Time. It is indeed aflerted by the hetter- 
IVriter, that there is no Analogy between 
Brandy and Simple-Waters j bccaiife the for- 
mer proceed from "Fermentation, but the 
Ingredients of the latter ought not be pre- 
vioujly fermented. I will therefore endea- 
vour once more to clear his Eye-fight by the 
Help of one indifpiitabie Authority, tJio' 
there are many might be produced to the 
lame Purpoic. The great Boerhdaue^ in his 

G 



^e'lS Mt'thod of Cbemi(lr\\ (tranflated ty &r. 
Hhcw, and Hlurtrated with his Notes) under 
the chemical Hirtory of di/iill'd H'^aters^ 
after delivering the Proceis on recent Vege- 
tables tuithtuf a pnrvious Fennentattan^ he 
proceeds to the Procefs on tbem witb a pre- 
i-ious Fermentation ; and Page 58 he tells us, 
that the Waters drawn after liich Fermenta- 
tion, are much better fitted for keeping than 
thofe drawn mjermcnted, and will long con- 
tinue good and perfeif}, even for fevcn or 
eight Years i and that, becauie the SPIRIT 
in tbem prevents their corrupting and grow- 
ing mothery. 

Now it is welt known, that the Fruit and 
Seed is of a more compati and elaborate Con- 
texture than either the Leaf or Biojlcni of a 
Vegetable, and Contaihs a more hx'd Oyl 
than thefe ; and muft therefore be broken' 
by Fermentation, before they yield fortli 
their Virtues in Uiftillation. And Dr. Sbatv,^ 
m his Notes, Page 59, jiiftly obferves, * That 
' the whole Art of Pharmacy cohfifts in 
' treating the Materia Mcdica in a manncE 
' fuitable to every Subjciit, fo as to gain from 

* it the Parts and Virtues that are wanting ; 

* and that it is a Jeft for any one to fct about 
' writing Pariuacopfeics, or even extempora- 

* nsQUi Frejhriptiom, before he is Maftcr of' 

* fo much Knowledge ; and by fo doing 

* (hail only e-xpofehimfelf to the Laughter of 

* Ivitih as are Judges in this'Way.' 

The 
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The Letler-JFriter having now^ as he 
ihinks, pav'd the Way for an e.ily Admdt- 
fion, advances boldly to the Bf<ick-Cberr\'-. 
IVater Procejs, which he will not allow to 
be J 7 times as ftroiig as the genuine Bhtck^ 
Cberry-Pfater of the Shops^ for the Rcalbns 
before given and refuted concerniiia; the ^I- 
jmiiJ-f-yaterj and calls It a wicked Blunder j 
but finding the Word GENUINE to Ihre 
him too Ilrong in the Face, he flatly denies 
.that he ever callM the Black-Cberry-lf-ater of 
liis Procel"5, by tlie Name of gvmiine Biuck- 
Cherry-H^ater and ii3 his Wrath Jiiys, I 
(hould be affronted if he fliould cull nic a 
Lsar for affirming hc J id 5 thereby reducing 
liinifelt under the Dilemma of acknowkdg- 
ing, either, that be did not iberehy intend i9 
make the gejiutne Black-Cherry-iVatn'r ; or 
xhe, if he did, that be has erred prepo/fcroujly 
fn his Procefs. I lh:i!l theiefore only recite 
his own Words in the Wsrce^er yoiumal of 
the 24th of Oczohir laft, and leave my Rea- 
ilers to conlVue them as they [ leafe ; Where, 
after telling us that the Almond- Water 
(mt bis Almond-lVdttr) was, by an almoft 
xmlvedal Cnltom, become a Siibllltute in the 
Shops for Bhick-Cherry-Water^ he proceeds 
in thefe Words. 

* But as this Water^ in Tafte, Smell, and 
all its fenfible QiialiLies, cxaftly Imitacs 
* that for which it is fubftitutcd, we tiioughc 
G Z 'it 
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' ii itill more wortliv our Enquiry', whether 
' the GKmUNF.' Bhck-Chcrry-lVater it- 
' ftlf was falutary and innocent or noti' 
and then tells us the HfFeft of it, and fets 
down the Proccls. Can Word's be framed 
rtroncertoexprefs the Writer's Meaning, the 
GENUINE Bhick Cherry ^Water ? Or 
can they be more dehifivcly apply'd, if he 

had no fuch Meaning ? Mr, 'Turnor 

(fpeaking inagifterially) fays, he cares not 
what they do at Apothecaries-Hall, or I fup- 
pofe at the College, /. e. Lmv Medicines are 
prcpnr'd at theje Places ; but iays, it is their 
Bufinefs to prepare Medicines faithfully, ac» 
cording to the Difpenjktory and Phyficians 
Prefcriptions : ^ut how can one Man in this 
Caie fervc two fuch contrary Mafters at one 
and the fame time ; he muft either adhere 
to the DifpcnJatDTj and difobey the Phyficians^ 
or adhere to the Phyficians and difobey the 
Dijpcnfatory j he cannot ferve Irutb and 
Falji-hcd. 

The Letter-Writer, when he fpeaki5 of 
Poijofis, turns them all into jirjenic, which 
J]e thinks is an Inllance fufficient for his Pur- 
polc ; but how many Pcifons are there, tliat 
are not abfolutely fuch ? being oitly fo when 
taken to a certain X^i'gree^ or under certain 
Circ.iwflcmCt's ; thus Elatt'ritim, Scammony^ 
Gamboge^ .,nd Opiwn^ may prove highly fer- 
vii-tablc in a very Jmaii Do^e, where the 



( 45 ) 

Quantity of 17 Grs.ins, or even I'ev^en Grains, 
may prove mortal. 

In like manoer the Blafk-Cht^rrv-Water^ 
miide according to the Difpentaiory, tho' 
taken in large Quantities, may prove falutary 
or inmcent ; yet the Black-Cherry-U^ata- {or 
Kernel-Water as it isnowcall'd) as drawn 
by Mr. Davis^ may prove foifonms^ even in 
a Jmall i^antify j but as tlie learned Dr. 
Meadj in his curious I'reatife on PoifonSy Page 
J 37, iiiy^i ' is not worth Notice to dif- 

* pute how far Poilbns are medicinal, lince it 

* is notorious enough that Medicines do 

* fometimes prove Polfons,.' To which I 
fiiall beg leave to add, * and may at any 
' time be converted into Poifons by a particu- 

* lar Treatment.' 

As to Mr. Davis's and his Apprentice's 
Experiments made before the Phy/icians, of 
killing exceeding J^rong Dogs, and Jlaying 
Jinall Dogs^ i. e. exceeding weak Dogs, it is 
rime enough to take Notice of thefe Experi- 
ments, when the Phyficiaut think them wor- 
thy exhibiting to the Publick. 

And having now gone thro' the L^Uer- 
ff'rictr's Defence, I fliall conclude with him, 
^ That Hale finjjiiizg Souls cannot be per- 
' fuaded it is great or noble to acknowledge 
^ or retmSi an Error and therefore I hope 
he will take Opportunity of giving the 
World a Proof of the Greatnejs and Steadi- 
wjs of his Soil^ by ingenuoufly acknow- 

icdging 
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ledging himfelf to be either convin£ed or pef^ 
Juaded that he is in the Wrong. 

Tour humble Servant^ 

The Planter. 

Planter being Jireightned for time^ 
could not revife this Paper before it went 
io the PreJ's, and theref ore did fend after 
it fome feis! Errata of his own^ mid the 
Printer's \ •whf£h occajlm'd the und<r~ 
•written Errata and N. B. to he inferted 
as from th£ Printer^ 

Errata. In the 3d Line of the Planter's 
J^ettcr, for, to alTign fome Rcafon to the 
Publick, read^ to aflign fome Reafon for his 
Return to the Publick, Line 51, of the 
Jimc Column, for, beftowlng one tlie de- 
tent, read^ for bellowing on me the decent. 

N. B. The Planter, fince his fending to 
the Printer this long Anfwer to that of Mr. 
Turnor, (or the hetter-Writery as he fhles 
him) has fent two Letters more, the one 
containing no lefs than 19 Alterations and 
Additions to this his long Anfwer : The other 
Letter contains Erratas, viz. Column 2, Linei 
51, 52^ 54, yor Gallon, Quart. Lines 
54., 55, injit'ad of from the four Ounces of 
Cake, as bcfDrt-meiUion'dj rciiJ, from one 
Ounce of Calte. 

But 
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fiut as the Words, Gallons, arc no Mif- 
,ikes of the Printer, but were mentioned in 
the Caid feveral Lines in his wiittcn Letter, 
as well as the four Ounces of Cake, it either 
looks as if Mr. Davis or Mr. Tumor has fol- 
lowed him fo c ofe, as to confound hini to 
■fuch a degree that he knows not what he 
'writes ; or that his Inftruiftrefs (bh IVlfe's 
Mother) is got fo far in her Dotage, that ilie 
knows not what fhe fays ; wherefore the 
Printer hopes they'll not think it worth their 
■while to make any farther Replies to this 
reftlefs Dilputant, efpecially fmce he flill 
continues in Obfcurily, refufing to fubfcribe 
his real Name, notwithftanding fo often 
required. 



January 31, 1740, 
'To the Frinier of the Gioucefter journal. 
SIR, 

ISuppofe you are no Stranger to what has 
of late pjlfcd in the FVorceJler Journal, 
printed by Stephen Bryan, for and againft the 
Ufe of gemcme Black-Chcrry-fVnter, and 
whether it hath fwpriJmgGnd terrible EffcfJs, 
fo as to kill almoll mJtantaneoLifly, as the 
IVorceJier Pkvficinns huve publiflied in the 

fame 
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fame Papr of tile 24th of OSidbcr lafl ; or 
whether it is fafe and innocent^ as I (the 
lilack-Cherry Planter) have afllTted. It be- 
ing thus my Lot to be engaged in u Difpute 
with the Ph\/idans, they have hiihci Lj been 
pleafcd to anfwcr me in the Names of" /f^tn. 
X)avts, a plain Apothecary of this Plac. , und 
Jf^. N. Turrior^ his plain, but mafter-likc .md 
Icurrilous Apprentice ; but the Phyftrjjins 
have dediu'd anfwering me as from tJiem- 
felves, on pretence of not liibfcribing my 
Name. 

, To remove this frivoious Excufe, and pre- 
vent the Dirt I pcrcciv'd was raking up from 
falling on any but myfelf, 1 fent the under- 
written Letter to Mr. Bryan, to be inlerted 
in his lafl Tfjur/deiy'^ Journal of the 29th 
inftant ; which he has, for weighty Rcajons, 
totally fupprefs'd. I therefore requell the 
Favour, of your Paper to do me thatjullice 
his denies. At the fame time, not to be un- 
grateful, I here thank him for appointing the 
two above-nam'd Perfons to be my Atten- 
dants, which he very properly placed (almoft 
breathlefs) behind me. They have, 'tis true, 
with great Labour, acquired the Reputation 
of tu-o ^elebi-ated Zanies^ by afting the Part 
appointed them by the you7jg Gejitlenicn be- 
hind the Curain, yet are both veryaukward 
and raw in Things folid, and make a very 
odd Figure in the Eye of a Man of common 
benfe. I therefore promifc, if ihey become 
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ifomji and ingenious in my SerWce, and con- 
tinue traSiabie, fb as to leap over a Stick at 
the Word of Command; I will then promote 
them, and bellow on each of them a new 
Jjivery, with a laced Cap and Shoulder-Knot, 
iiiftead of the Party-<:oIour'd Patcb-mork 
Garment, (beftowed on them by the above 
Gentleman) which they now wear, J hope 
I /hall be able to teach them hciXxx Manners^ 
and Language ; and to perceive, that there is 
a real difference between black and white ^ and 
between Jimple Waters, that are ^cfiuirir^ and 
thofc that are not genuine. 

I likewife defign Mr. B « the Frefent 

of a handlbrae Bad^e for his Back, made of 
the bcft burniflied Saturnine Metal, having 
in relievo thereon the Figure of a miferable 
looking old Wretch, with a piece of Gold in 
his right Hand, and a Looking-glafs in the 
Vft ; and encompaffed with this Motto, Sbra^ 
me a Teague, I 'will Jhew you a K , 

My Letter to the Printer of the IVorceJler 
'Journal^ was as under. 

TH E expeftation you gave of publiih- 
ing my lafl; Letter, and deferring it 
for three Weeks together, occafioncd the mak- 
ing Tome few immaterial Alterations, which 
you have greatly magnified, and are therefore 
^t liberty to print the Letters you mentionj 

' you 



( ) 

you might at the fame time have thanked 
me for corretfting your Errors^ whofe Pro- 
vince was only to Copy. 

Tho' a mere Name Is aa Idle Things yet 
if the PbyficiaTis themfelvcs require mine, I 
will oblige them therewith j who am till 
then 

Tour humble Serv/inf, 

27 January^ The P i. a n t e r. 

1740. 

P. S. When you have Ihewn this (as it 
fecmsyoudid my lail) to the Geiitleman that 
added the JV. B. 'tis probable he may prevail 
with you iff J'upprefs it ; but the Truth will 
come out, on Paper, Poil^, or Wall, 

N. B. Thefe two lafi Letters 'wert; fuppreji. 



"January 23 30. 

M^. TuRNOR io Mr. Bryan. 
SIR, 

IT is obvious to the rational and unpreju- 
diced Part of your Readers,, that our 
Phyficians could have no private View, ini 
deltrying a Dilpenfatory Water, agreeable in" 
its Tafte and Flavour to many, and which' 
tliey had often prefcribed before they knew 
the bad Effefts of it : But after thofe bad Ef- 
fcifts were once difcovered, how could they 
in Honour or Confcleace conceal them, and 
2 iliere- 
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thereby become acceflbry to the Death of 
fuch, as might be deftroyed by them ? 

It is alfo manifeft, that the Bitter-Almond, 
and Bkck-Cheny-Kcrnel-Waters, whether 
they are flrong, according to my Mafter's Pro- 
ce/Tes, or weak, according to the Planter's 
Rule, are always poijbnous, and confequently 
reuer to betrujled in any Form. Nor is it lela 
evident, that the common Black-Cherry Wa- 
ter is greatly to be fajPeSted of Voifon, in as 
much as it partakes of the Kernel. 

It is likewife Matter of Fadt, that the poi~ 
fonoui ^ality of the Laurel-water, was dif- 
covered by its killing two fVomen, who drank 
each a Glafs of it, tho' afterwards it was 
found to kill Dogs alfo. See Philof. TranJ'aSi. 
N". 41 8. Now the Bitter-Almond and Black- 
Cherry-Kernel Waters, having exactly the 
fame 'Tajle a?id Smell with the Laure!-water 
(which put our Phyficians on making the Ex- 
periments) and having poifoned Dogs^ in the 
fame Manner with the Laurel-water; is it 
not reafonable to conclude, that they would 
poifon Men alfo ? 

But if in fpite of Reafo?! and Experiment^ 
there be ftill among your Readers, fome who 
think the Waters in difpute imocent or falu- 
tary ; the Planter fliall, if he pleafes, eredt 
Jiis Stage, harangue his Mob, and difpenfe hig 
Fa-dourite Liquor, without any Interruption 
from me for the future ; for when a Man has 
great ^Juntnce, little Bufmefs, and juji a Jhiai-. 
iiT'^S Letters^ like . the Ph?iter, wh\c\\ 
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makes him (to ule Rochejier's Phrafe) ha^s 
Need to -write, there will be no End of his 
Impertinence. All I fhall deJire is, that when 
this Gentleman mounts his Theatre, the iirft 
flxperinjent may be made upon himfelf, 

lam^ Sir, 

Tour humlfle Servant , 

W. N.TtTRNoa. 

N.B. The Planter feemstohavc been put to 
Shifts for Matter to fill up his long Letter, 
when he lays hold of what muft appear to 
every one, to be only a meer Slip of my Pen, 
or of the Prefs; I mean, my inferting the 
Words Bldck-Cherry-JVater^^Sttr theProcels 
for ^mond-Pf^ater. But as every candid Rea- 
der will readily perceive the Cauft; of this, 
and tlie like Errors, I (hall not trouble you 
with along Sheet of Errata about them. 



yanuary 30. to Feh. 6, 
7o the Printer of the Worcefter Journal. 

^ 1 8, 

HEN a Gentleman has been regu- 
larly bred toa Profeflion, and has for 
ftveral Years dedicated his Time and Atten- 
tion to it [ it is fcarce pollible but he muft 
pnderftand ii better than any other Man, who 
has neither been inftrudted nor cinploy'd in 
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It. Thus much, I believe, will be granted 
by all Men of Scnfe or Modefty. But your 
Correfpondent the Planter, it fccros, is of an- 
other way of Tliinking : for without the 
leaft Pretence to Education or Learning, he 
takes upon him to contradidl your Phyiicians 
in a Point of their own Profejiotj, and mo- 
deftJy affures the Publick, th^t he knows 
more of the Matter than all of them put to- 
gether. He pretends, indeed, that his Pro- 
perty is concern'd, and he muft defend it at any 
RaU. It may be fo, and it muft be own'd, 
that the Phyiicians have no fuch Pka, nor 
any private J^itw : but might not the Miftrds 
of a Gin-fhop, with equal Juilice exclaim a- 
gamil the Phyficians for cautioning her CaC~ 
tomers againft Drunkennefsf Her Property, 
like the Planters, arifes from Pcrfons^i3//&ff- 
tNg ibftfijehes mth her Liquors. Nay, but 
my Waters are not poilbnous, fays the Plan- 
ter i he gives us not only his own Word, but 
his Mother's, that they are very wholefome. 
Moreover, he quotes Dr. ^incy^ who has 
been dead thffe t'wenty Tears^ and affirms, 
with great Truth, that he aUb fpeaks wfell 
of the Waters in Queftion, and that the Ex- 
periments which were publiOi'd lafl Autumn^ 
have not made the Dottor to alter his Opini- 
on in the leaft. He fqueezes his Brain, for 
the beft of his Wit to divert the Mob, that 
his Packets may fell the better \ and to Ihew 
his Breeding, produces a Quotation out of 
(SiwoJ's Tranflation of Boerhaaue'^ Chemiftry, 
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tBe' if bajipnis unfortunately fo be nothing to ths 
Purpoje. 

But the mod artful Thing of all is the un- 
merciful Length'of his Harangue. He might 
be very certain that no Man would ever an- 
Jwer it; for human Patience i@ not fuffi- 
cient for the Drudgery of going thro' iwch, 
a confufed Heap of Abfurdity and ImpertL 
nence. 

But to cut this Gentleman off fliort, who 
grows fo much upon us in Length every Fort- 
night, there nee:ds no more than fairly loftate 
this Dlfpute in its true Light, which Mr. Da- 
vis and Mr. Tumor feem to have omitted j 
and then leave it to theDecifion of the Pub-, 
lick, whom it chiefly concerns. The true 
Point in Debate then is, IVhether this Jingle 
"Planter knows better than all your Phyjicians^ 
^hat is whohfome or tinwholefome in Medicines f 
If he really does, let him fpeak out at once^ 
and convince the People that your Phyficians 
know nothing of their Bufinels ; and that He 
ahne^ without Parts or Learnings can beft di- 
rect them how to prcierve or regain Health. 
I only beg, that when he has gain'd his Point, 
he would be fo goodas to acquaint us with his 
real Name and Place of Abodej that we may 
know where to apply for the beft Advice. 
And for his Encouragement, I will take upon 
me to.promife him, thAt this Scheme (if Jic 
can bring it to bear) will turn to much better 
Account dian his fcUing Cherries, or writing 

foolijli 
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ftdmh Letters, or lav jdier Baficc^ be cnr 
had in his Life. 

Be^dleXf ycnuarr^ B, T, 

24. 1740- J- 



Tkame, 9th Marct, i^t^- 
7b A&f Printer of the Gloiicefter JouraaL 
SIR, 

MY laft I^ettcr to you, bc:ng meer Mat- 
ter of Complaint, I luppole was the 
Reaibn you did not infert it in your Journal j 
and therefore, have here drawn up the whole 
Controverfy, in a ihort Compa^ i that your 
Readers may be able, at one View, to 
a Ju^^ent, of the Matter in difpute ; con- 
cerning the Experiments lately made on jll- 
mond-Water, and BJacA-Cbeny-ffater, (fo 
Call'd) by the Worcefter Phyficiansj whJch 
they publifli'd in the Worcefier fourml. 

It feems thefe Gentlemen were induced to 
advertife the Publick, againft the ule of tlicic 
Simple Waters, which they pronounced to 
be aBive and violent Poijbns ; from thy 
logy they bore to the Laurel Wiiter, ne- 
ver ufcd in Medicine, mentioned in Phil. 
Tranf. N**. 418. which kill'd two Women 
at Dublinj that drank each a Glafs of it. 

The 



The Procefs, by which that Water was mad 
is no where exhibited, as I can find ; but it 
Icems to have been made, as jirong as pojjihk j 
bccaufe, although, they there ufcd it fre-. 
quently^ yet they ulcd it but fpanngly ; jufl: 
to give a Flavour to their Creams, and Pud- . 
dings, and fometlmes to reliih a Dram i and 
tho' it had been many Years in ufe, at Dub^ 
if'rj, yet no inconvenience ever appeared ; till 
taking the above Quantityjdilcovered the Dan- 
geroufnefs of it : which was a fufficlent Rea- 
fon, for the Phylicians tbcrft to give pub- 
lick Warning, againft the ufe of a Liquor, 
in which, fo Jhia/l an Error might prove 
mortal. 

Now, Almond-Water, being only ufcd 
as a Succedaneum to the GENUINE Black- 
Q^erry-Water J 1 fliall confine my felf to the 
latter ; as order'd to be made by tlae CoUe^e 
of Ph^ctans, in Londo?i ; thus, 

From 1 2 Pomdi of Black Cherries bruifed^ 
leith the , Stones^ dram i Gallon. By which 
Procefs, 'tis impoffible the Water lliould tafte 
firmg of the Kernel ; for it will be but juft 
flavour'd therewi'th. 

Whereas the Waters drawn for the men- 
tion'd Experiments, were utterly deprived, 
of receiving any Benefit from the yu)ce ; it 
being drawn from the bruifed Stones, •without 
tie Fruit ; and that 17 times Jlronger of the 
Kernel^ than the Procefs diredts ; as I have 
before proved ; befides the Pulp to the Stone, 
{as I have before fliewn) is as 3 to 4; but the 
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Pulp to the Kfrnel, as I hx\t fiocc examined, 
appears to be as 17 to 1 8, or ibcreabooc ; lb 
that no lets t}un 17 Parts in 18, the nc- 
ceflary, and 'tis prcfumM, of the bcft Ingre- 
dients, wcfc /f//*fa/of the Pfocefs J and with 
about 4 Ounces of this Water, thus drawn^ 
they kill'd a Dog. Which excejfhe Strength 
ef the Kernel, and great Retrenebment of the 
Fruity I thought to be a luiJicient ObjcAion 
to the Experiment!] ; yet being dcHrous to 
tisfy my felf farther, I caufed a middle fized 
Dog, to be confined ftom Liquids, and fed 
him with dry Meat till he was very thirftyj 
and then offered him fome of the Genuine 
Black-Cberry-fVater, (made by Fermcnta-, 
tion) taken from a known Quantity, a httle 
fweelned With Sugar; which he lapped free- 
ly, and by weighing the remainder^ I found,' 
the Dog had fwallow'd 1 2 Ounces of it. I alfo 
caufed another middle fized Dog tobe confined, 
and when he was quire hungry, I fed him with 
Bread foaked in the Genuine Black-Cherry^ 
Heater ; and on weighing the Bread and Water* 
(feparately) which was left, I found, he had 
fwallowed 16 Ounces of Bread, which bad' 
foak'd up 20 Ounces of the IVater. Neither of 
thefe Dogs have fince (hewn any the leaft Sign 
oftJnealinels; butcontinucd.andarcat thistinic 
to all ■x^^^tox^ncc, as brisk arid lively as ever. 

But aa to the Almorid-Water ^ (If it were 
allow'd to be ufed) yet, the random Way o4' 
making it by Mr. Davis's Apprcntic;, and 
fiich giddy Youths, as nuke Roih^Jier their 
I chi^ 
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chief Study, may probably do harm, and af- 
ford a Caution, againft the ufe of it. 

I fhall pafs over that weak Objedion, 
which has been fo much rely'd on ; that a 
Poijbn lies in the Kernel ; and therefore, the 
Genuine Black-Cherry-Watsr itfelf, Jb far 
as it partakes of the Kernels, muji he poifo- 
nous ; with only obferving, that if this Argu- 
ment holds, then the Black Cherries, eaten 
with their Kernels, and all Medicines that 
partake of Opium, Hekbore, Mercury, Sec. 
(which latter are claf&'d among Poifons) muil 
be flifo Poifonous ; than which, nothing can 
be more ridiculous, becaufe every Day's Ex- 
perience evinces the contrary. 

I lhall llkewife overlook the Oprobrium, 
that was intended me, by the infaliihU Gen- 
tleman (fo univerjally Learned, and of fuch 
extenfrje Parts] who has hitlierto been the 
only Perfon, that has wrote in Defence of the 
Experiments ; in fo many different Difguifes, 
and under \ht borrowed Names and CharaSlers, 
of no Iclfi than 4. different Perfons; and do 
give him this friendly Caution, (fince him- 
felf attributes the many Falfities and Abfur- 
dities which appear in his Defence, to his 
flippery Pen) that he would ufe a more fiea- 
dy Pen for the future ; becaule .1 JUppery Pen 
in the Hand of a Phyfician, may prove as 
dangerous a Weapon, as a Paralytic Lancet, 
in the Hand of a Surgeon. 

Havijig an averllon to all Cant Patnotiji/i^ 
in every Shape j I fliall frankly acknowledge 
^ my 
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Hljrfelf coBcem'd. m Vtmt of hOfr^t to Sm- 

port the Biact-CierTj Trie : Yet if k cm be 
made appear, dut tbc SimfjT'fFafer t coateod 
for, b the nudcnte, and jropci Ufc of it, 
(for tbcit is xto Duiger of m haog drank 10 
Excefs,att&xCtrSJ) em h'lk J, cc&> moA 
as mdgtigend the Lift of any ooe Perfoa or 
Bnife (vdiich is roorcthancan be&idof ma* 
ay ccktHated Medicines,) no oae (hall Iboner 
fubferifc, to the roodo^ all ihofc Trees out 
of the NatioD, than my fclf. 

But when a Perlpn folidimjly endeavours 
to perfwade People, that all his Studies are 
direded for the fole Good of others, «c/!f. 
Jrce of Self; it ever creates a Sufpicion, and 
puts mc in mind of a fuitable R^ply, made 
by an honcft fubftantial Farmer, (a Ndgh- 
bourof mine) to z young F by fician v\\oaih^ 
(mi for, in a dangerous Fit of Tlnefs. ■ 
The Phyfician, after he had prefcfibed, ask- 
ed the Patient,who was his Apothecary ? The 
Fanner readily anfwer'd, he always made ufo 
of Mr. FaircbiU^ to whom this cautious Phy- 
fician, with an Air of Importance, reply'd, 
(lhaking his Head) O! 1 never prefcribe to 
that Shop 1 but will with my own Hand, 
give the Bill to Mr. Gracefijl ; for he is a ve- 
ry honejt and ingenious Man, and I know will 
take [Mu-ticular Care of it. Gramcrcy Sir, fays 
the Farmer, pray take your Paper again ; you 
be not the Gentleman I want ; for I want a 
M^n's DoBor^ hat I find you he a Hhop D9^9r\ 
and tlius difmift him in a dark Night, thro' 
\ 3 dirty 
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Jirty Roads, to attend his Officinal Patients 
at home, 

J Far be it from me, fo much as to attempt, 
ifwading the Province of a Ph^cim ; which 
'I apprehend (as fuch) does not extend to 
Brutes ; but llirely, every one that has the 
Ufe of his Scnfcs, may take the Liberty of 
examining a Simple /F(3/^r,that is publickly of- 
fered to the Examination of the Scjijes, with- 
out fuch an invidious Imputation. 

As 1 am a Stranger to moll: of the Gentle- 
men concerned in publiihing the Experi- 
ments ; I can frame no other Notions con- 
cerning them, but what 1 am furniihed with 
by my Correfpondents, and thole I converfe 
with : From whence i conclude (that in this 
onelnftance) their Zeal preceded their y^-^^- 
ment ; for what is meant by Mr. Da'vis's Wa- 
ter being ./?ro7!^, and the genuine Water weak, 
as is admitted and owned, I know not ; unlefs 
itwas/m^i^/vfo, to the "Tafle, or Smelly orhih: 
which alone mufi: make a wide and irrecon- 
cileable Di^erence between his Water and the 
genuine Water ^ in its fenfible ^altties : There- 
fore the Analogy and Foundation, on which 
thcfe Experiments are buiU, appearing ground- 
Icfs, the Super Aruifture mu{t confequently fall. 

I have great Reafon to believe, that the 
Hime ^n5/V<5?/;;_g^ Gentleman, who firfl fet this 
Mutter on foot, and hath exerted himfelf fo 
much in Defence of thefe Experiments ; fince 
hk Defeat in the Country, (there being gg iti 
ioo againil his Opinion) in order to fupport^ 

and 
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and advance his Reputation, has been uling 
jirtijices^ to procure the Black-Che rry-TVater^ 
to be left out of the next Edition of Lon- 
don Difpenjhtory ; but with what Succefs, a 
little Time will difcover : I fhould rather 
think^ the learned, and judicious Editors, 
if they difirufied its being innocent, would 
make proper Experiments, for the Publick 
SatisfaSlion^ before they either exprcjly^ or 
even tadtely condemn a Vehicle^ which has lb 
long uni'verjaity obtained -y is very acceptable 
to the Tajie of the languid and drooping Pa- 
tient ; has been infentiomUy prejcribed^ iy the 
ableji Fbyficiam tn this Kingdom, even in the 
Cale of Cmvu!fio/}S ; and is efteemed for its 
agreeable Flavour, far preferable to the Hcr- 
baciQui Simple Waters ; which are apt to ex- 
cite a Naucea in weak Stomacks. Therefore, 
if any ^rrwjhave been committed, in thedraw- 
ing of this Water, no doubt they will guard- 
ed agai?ij}, and flund ccrre^ed for the future. 

But whatever be the Fate of the Bbck- 
Cherry-'Tree, I (ball enjoy the Satisfaftion of 
having (tho' in a homely manner) publifhed 
the Sentiments of molt People, on the Sub- 
jets' ; and thus endeavoured to prevent its 
Condemnation unheard; and being truly fen- 
fible of my own Deficiencies herein, I (hould 
be glad to fee them fupply'd by ferae Perfon 
of Ability, which fliall be always gratefully 
acknowledged by. Sir, 

Tour humble Servant, 

The Planter. 

P.S, 
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f.S. It is worth Enquiry, whether the Sim pic- Water 
made trom Pepper, Mine, Green Walnuts, f^c. 
after the fame Proportion of Strength as Mr, 
Oevis's Water, will not have the like EtFedtS 
N. B. This iMter was mi pabliped. 



On the Blfick-Cherry-pyaier Experiments^ 
By an Unknowa Hand, 

O ME msdera Ph ns of deip Pendratien, 

Et/iployirtg their 7isughts fir the Giod of theNai'iMy 
Diflrujiid rank Poifon in Black-Cherry-Water, 
IVhrlfl the learned of the CoUigi n^tr dream't of tht Mat- 
fy.ner,/ram dry Cherry* Stones, fhsj^d diftill ; (trr: 
Jnd rifolv d, the Dog Noddy ihcuild tafie of their SJtiiL 
But having no genuine Stones of ihiir ewn, 
(Thofe of Cherries, / mean) to frailiee upon : 
*fhiy found tut an honelE ingenious JfJJiftant, 
lP%o a Still haii at handy and feme Stones ttot far dijiartt-^ 
Jnd gave him a Praccfs for genuine Water, 
7i( iiic ne^cr iefore-, or wtll be benafier. 
'the Med'iine prepared, par Noddy 'j ty'd chfe^ 
And farced to fuiallnv the Chymical Dffe; 
H( griarCd endreturr^d the horrible Draught, 

1%t Deg was A d fick, hut the Deilors all leughi ; 

Koddy roaring amain, fame rfpite did pray, 
D — s ihrnu down at randcm wilhotit more delay ; 
'Tdlthi Dog, quits Jpent out, and the DoSfors aliiir'di ■ 
Twixt Rage and Compulfion, poor Noddy expif'd. 

Nixt Hairf Of ye Sages, examine the J\i\q^ 
Jnd fie what Effeils tht Fruit ujHI produce ; 
^'impregnate ■ vjith Kernel aiid Cherry contrive, 

dry Stones maydcRtoy^ wham the Pulp wot^d revive, 
K<fp due Hcat,'rinie, Proporiioni let run, ivhat run jlhou'd^ 
*thm inier diftruftj for your Water'll be good. 

■ By ihis is meaiiC FtrmeTJiation. 

N- B. The Wwttfitr Primer rcfufed thcfe Verfes a Place fci 
his Paper, fox being contrary lo Holy Serif cure. 

F ^ N r s. 



